Objections VII                           261

nyt expecting the reader by any means to believe what I say, but
merely to give him an opportunity of investigating the truth.

Nevertheless I shall keep my own counsel etc. Here my critic
declares that he will assail no one's writing, but will merely reply
to my questions. But the truth is that I have never asked him
any question ; indeed I have never spoken to the man nor even
seen him. The questions which he pretends I asked, he has
constructed for the most part out of expressions which occur in
my Meditations ; and thus it is quite evident that it is precisely
those Meditations which he attacks. Now it is possible that he
has reputable and pious motives for pretending that the opposite
is the case; but if that is not so I cannot help suspecting that
he hopes by this means to be freer to impute things to me, because
nothing in what I have written can convict him of falsehood if he
professes that it is not these he attacks. Besides it looks as if he
wishes to avoid giving his readers an opportunity of reading my
work; for to talk of my book would be to put them in the way
of reading it. Again ifc appears that he wishes to describe me
as being so futile and ignorant that the reader will turn away from
anything which at any time comes from my pen. He thus tries to
make a mask for me clumsily pieced together out of fragments of
my Meditations, not for the purpose of hiding my features but of
. rendering them uncomely. I, however, now strip it off and cast it
from me, both because I am not accustomed to dramatic acting
with its masks1, and because the methods of the play-house are
hardly in keeping here, where I am engaged on discussing a very
serious question with a man who follows the religious life.

QUESTION FIRST.

WHETHER AND HOW DOUBTFUL MATTERS ARE TO BE
TREATED AS THOUGH THEY WERE FALSE.

You ask me first whether that law for investigating the truth is
valid2; that everything in which there is the minimum of dubiety
is to be treated as though it were false.

If I am to reply, I must first put several questions to you:

1.     What is that minimum of dubiety you mention ?

2.     What is to treat a thing as though it were false?

3.    In what respect is it to be treated as though it were false 1

1  Histrioniae.    D. refers to the classical drama.

2  legitima.